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PQ39311117: To ask the Minister for Health the amount the relaunched HPV awareness campaign is
costing; if a public relations company has been contracted to boost this campaign; and if he will make
a statement on the matter.

The Health Service Executive has been requested to reply directly to you in the context of the above
Parliamentary Question, which you submitted to the Minister for Health for response. I wish to advise as follows:

I'

The campaign was fully planned and implemented by the HSE National Immunisation Office and
Communications Division. Costs for the campaign are €160,000, made up mainly of media advertising
costs (radio, digital, approx. El30,000) and production of videos and other content for the campaign
(€30,OOO).

The new HPV Vaccine Information Campaign to support parents considering HPV vaccination to protect
their daughters' future was launched by the HSE.

We want people to get information from a reputable source and make an informed decision.
The HPV vaccine protects girls from developing a serious and potentially fatal form of cancer. The vaccine
saves lives by preventing the most common strains of HPV that cause cervical cancer.

Each year in Ireland around 300 women will develop cervical cancer and many of them will be very ill and
suffer awful long term consequences - like infertility - of their illness. Of these 300 women, tragically
around 90 will die. That's 90 lives lost to this devastating illness in Ireland last year, this year and every
other year.

Thankfully many of these deaths should become a thing of the past. Cervical cancer has by and large now
become a preventable illness. Thanks to the HPV vaccine these daughters, mothers, wives, sisters and
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loved ones can live long and fulfilling lives without fear of cervical cancer. We know the vaccine works and
we know it works very well. In Australia which was one of the first countries to introduce HPV vaccine
they have seen a decrease of more than 50% in rates ofpre cancer of the cervix over the last ten years.
Similar results have been reported in places like Sweden and just across the water from us in Scotland. So
the evidence is clear, HPV vaccine works.

There was a huge welcome for the HPV vaccine when it was first introduced in Irish schools in 210 and
uptake rates were amongst the best in the world.

However, in the last couple of years there has been a very unwelcome fall off in the uptake rate due to
unsubstantiated, scientifically incorrect, wild and dangerous comments that the HPV vaccine causes serious
harm in some girls. These claims are simply untrue and are not backed by any credible scientific body
anywhere in the world. Over 200 million doses of Gardasil, the HPV vaccine used here in Ireland, have
been administered around the world and not one serious side effect in any country anywhere can be
scientifically attributed to the vaccine.

In Ireland over 230,000 girls have been safely vaccinated against HPV and are now protected against
cervical cancer. The vaccine is endorsed by major medical and scientific bodies worldwide including the
World Health Organization (WHO), the Centres for Disease Control in the USA, the EU funded European
Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, the International Federation of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
and the list goes on and on. 111 Ireland the vaccine is backed the HSE, the National Immunisation Advisory
Committee, the Irish Cancer Society, the Irish College of General Practitioners (lCGP), the Irish Pharmacy
Union (IPU) and many other reputable bodies.

That is not to dismiss the fact that some girls who are in and around the age that the vaccine is given are not
ill. Unfortunately, there are some naturally occurring conditions that can make teenage girls unwell, but
WHO and every national regulatory body in the world have said that the HPV vaccine does not cause any of
the alleged side effects claimed.

Paediatricians confirm that the conditions are just as common in unvaccinated girls as vaccinated girls and
these conditions were just as common in girls in the days before the vaccine was ever introduced.

Unfortunately, but possibly understandably, some parents are now hesitant to get their daughters vaccinated~
having heard these fraudulent claims. That is why the HSE been working on promoting the vaccine to
parents and girls as part of the school vaccine schedule.

No public relations companies have been used or are involved in the new HPV awareness campaign.

Yours sincerely,

DR. KEVIN KELLEHER, FFPHM, FFPHMI
ASSISTANT NATIONAL DIRECTOR - HEALTH & WELL BEING, PUBLIC HEALTH
Medical registration number 19719


